SCHOOL PROSPECTUS

We hope you have found this prospectus helpful
For more information, please contact
HILL TOP SCHOOL
SPECIALIST ARTS COLLEGE
WEALCROFT
LEAM LANE
GATESHEAD
NE10 8LT
TEL; 01914692462
Email; hilltopschool@gateshead.gov.uk
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In School Clubs
We have a breakfast club every morning.
Students are offered a choice of clubs or / activities during breaks and
lunchtimes.

Home School Agreement
The school promotes home-school agreements regarding behaviour and responsible computer use. This is a secure support and cooperation when difficulties arise
at school or home.

Jewellery and Valuables

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Hill Top School, Specialist Arts College Prospectus.
We hope you will find this brochure informative and helpful.
The central purpose of the school is
to prepare students to be as
independent as possible in their
adult lives within a modern society to
which they can make a positive contribution. For some students we will
assist them in the more realistic
aspiration of planned dependency.

The school invests heavily in training
and professional development of all
staff. Staff are our greatest asset in
the education of the children and
young people.
Your partnership with the staff and
governors of the school is a vital
ingredient in the education and
success of your young person.

Our aim is to encourage every
student to acquire knowledge, skills
and qualifications relevant to adult
life and to the world of work and
leisure.

We welcome you to join the many
parent partnership groups/activities
available.

Our philosophy is to provide a
curriculum which is rich, interesting
and taught with good pace and
varied styles using the most
appropriate technology available.

Staff welcome your visits and
comments at anytime in order to
create the best chances for the
success of your child or young
person during their time at Hill Top
and into their future.

Students are motivated and
engaged in their learning. They
strive for the highest achievements.
Our mission is that all students Believe, Achieve and Succeed.

Jewellery is not allowed for health and safety reasons. If brought to school
valuables e.g. mobile phones must be handed in at the start of the day and collected
at the end. MP3’s memory sticks and game consoles are not allowed. Branded
coats/jackets are strongly discouraged as is the use of nail polish and hair
colouring.

Lost/damaged or Stolen Property
You are strongly advised to ensure you are covered on your own home contents
insurance as school is not insured against the loss/damage or theft of student
property.

Attendance
Regular attendance is expected at Hill Top. Our first call system will check up on
unauthorised absentees, to ensure teaching and learning is not compromised.
School must be notified by telephone or in writing of any absence on the first day as
soon as possible.

Transition
After your child has been accepted at Hill Top, they will then start a process of
transition to make their move to Hill Top a smooth and positive experience.

If you have any questions about any
aspect of the school no matter how
small, please do not hesitate to
contact us. You will always be made
to feel welcome!
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EXTENDED SUPPORT SERVICES
We have a comprehensive team of Support
services available to us, these include: our school
nurse who works within a medical team to support
the health and welfare of individual students. Our
school Nurse is available to give health advice to
parents and carers.
We are supported by speech and language
therapists and the hearing impaired services who
work closely with our staff and also with
individual students.

OUR MISSION

Our outside agencies work closely with us. Our occupational therapist helps us to
plan and put into practice individual therapy programmes for students.
In addition the educational psychologist visits the school regularly and works with
staff to support students where appropriate.
The Connexion Service involves parents and supports students with
future planning for post 16 education, training or work. All our services work
together to give each individual the best possible care and support.
Contact can be made with any of these services via the school.

EXTERNAL ACCREDITATION AT HILL TOP SCHOOL

Year

2014—2015

Key Stage
Number of Pupils

2015—2016

2014—2015

Key Stage 4
16

2015—2016

Key Stage 5

14

16

18

1 (or more) A* - C
88%
GCSE or equivalent
(L2)

93%

19%

0%

1 (or more) A* - G
94%
GCSE or equivalent
(L1)

93%

56%

100%

5 (or more ) Entry
Level Certificates

94%

100%

6%

11%

1 (or more) Entry
Level Certificates

88%

100%

100%

100%
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BELIEVE, ACHIEVE,SUCCEED AT HILL TOP SCHOOL

As a Specialist Arts College, Hill Top’s
exciting opportunities for students at
all levels of ability enable them to
develop skills in a range of settings
supported by technology, interactive
learning and access to computers for
every child. This enables all students
to access learning through a wide
range of subjects.
As an outward looking school we see
partnership as key to our success with
Hill Top at the centre of a wider
community of parents and other
schools, and linking with our European
and international partners. We have
forged successful working
partnerships with the local business
community to create a whole range of
exciting opportunities for our
students.
Hill Top conforms to the requirement
within the Disability and
Discrimination Act and has an up to
date Equal Opportunities Policy.

Our mission is to secure for all our
students their highest achievement.
Through community partnership and
the harnessing of new technologies
we will prepare them for the
challenges of the 21st Century,
challenges which will include, rapid,
scientific, social and vocational
change. We will maintain a centre of
excellence, contributing to and
supporting the development of new
ideas which will generate a spirit of
innovation and exercise, therefore
raising expectations and
achievement. Our latest Ofsted
inspection in 2014 described the
curriculum as good and this is a
reflection of the innovative and
exciting ways in which we challenge
our students. Traditional methods
complement virtual environments,
learning to read sits alongside
learning to make films, sports
activities including football and
athletics.
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HILL TOP
PTA AND FRIENDS

KEY STAGE 3 AND 4 UNIFORM

Hill Top Parent Teachers Association and Friends is a registered charity
which fundraises for the school.
Its calendar of annual and ad hoc events
raises funds which help fund resources
that are beyond the school budget such
as the school minibuses and playground
equipment, as well as education school
trips and school clubs.
The group is made up of staff, governors
and parents. Anyone who has an
interest in the school is very welcome to
join the group which meets usually once
every term to plan and organise
fundraising events.
The PTA and Friends group offers a
useful and friendly social network of
members, all of whom are committed to
promoting the school and supporting
each other.

We would warmly encourage every
parent to consider joining our PTA and
Friends and taking part in the excellent
work they do on behalf of the school. You
may have particular skills that we could
benefit from or you may have some new
ideas for fundraising. You don’t have to
devote a lot of time, and all help no matter
how big or small is appreciated and will
help the school to provide a diverse range
of resources and experiences for its
students.
To find out more about our PTA and
Friends please call the school on 0191
4692462 and ask to speak to Jackie
Brown.
Registered Charity Number 1085333

GOVERNING BODY OF DRYDEN AND HILL TOP
LEARNING FEDERATION

Black skirt/trousers
Black sweatshirt
Plain white shirt/polo shirt/t-shirt
Plain black shoes (not trainers)
Kit for PE
Trainers / plimsolls
PE shorts / skirt (black)
PE shirt / vest
Swimming costume / towel

POST 16 UNIFORM

Black jacket/blazer,
Black & green stripped tie,
White shirt,
Black trousers/skirt,
Black shoes
(as chosen by 16+ students on the school council.)

SIXTH FORM UNIFORM (complex needs):

A different coloured sweatshirt
is worn compared to the rest of the
school. This consists of a blue hoody
worn for any external visits/trips
and a blue sweatshirt for internal
school activities. Both have the
Hill Top School Logo sewn on to
the left side. Black trousers and
black shoes.
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MORE ABOUT THE CURRICULUM

Post 16

OFSTED
OFSTED REPORT SUMMARY OCTOBER 2014

Hill Top has its own designated Sixth
Form. Students may stay on for 1 or 2
years then transfer to Gateshead
College or other FE facility later or
move onto an apprenticeship
programme. All students will study
qualifications, developing their
education already achieved in KS4.
Learning will be appropriate to
individual need and interest and be a
selection of courses including
English, Maths, ICT. Option include
Expressive Arts, Science and Child
Care.

HILLTOP SCHOOL, SPECIALIST ARTS COLLEGE
IS A “GOOD SCHOOL” SAY OFSTED INSPECTORS ;

- Good leadership and
management, with effective
support from governors, have
ensured students make good
progress and the quality of
teaching is good.

Students with complex needs
Students with profound and/or severe autism who may have multiple learning
difficulties benefit from a more sensory approach to the curriculum with access to
innovative resources such as a sensory room, indoor/outdoor equipment. We work
closely with partner schools and other professionals’ e.g. occupational therapy.
Speech language and hearing impaired services ensuring that students have
interesting and motivating surroundings at all times.
Students with specific communication difficulties work well in our Autism centre
which promotes communication through signing, picture exchange, communication
systems (PECS) and the use of high and low tech communication aids. Students can
access this group on a full time or part time basis. The centre works closely with
the speech and language and occupational therapy teams for assessment and in
developing a plan which meets their individual needs.
These students are encouraged to integrate with their peers across the school and
to be included in selected lessons where appropriate. All students in school learn
signing in assembly as part of a whole school communication strategy.

Sixth Form (complex need)

The current 6th form provision for students with severe autism/complex need is
supported by the Local Authority on an individual need basis. External
Accreditation is through ASDAN (Award Scheme Development Accreditation
Network) and AQA (Assessment Qualification Alliance) and unit ward scheme.
Modules include Towards Independence, Personal development, Literacy &
Numeracy in Every Day Life, Every day Living, Coping with people, Personal Safety
and Water Skills at Entry level and Level 1. Students have Community Studies and
Enterprise lessons providing opportunity to organise and run their own business.
Making greeting cards has been a very successfullop enterprise as has catering via
a trolley around school. Their products are sold both in school and in the community
with profits being donated to local charities and the school. Scerts is used to
develop individuals education. For more information, please see Autism Prospectus.
8

- From entering the school,
students develop their
skills of literacy, communication and
numeracy well at each key stage of
learning. For some students, outstanding progress is made from their
individual starting points since
joining the school.

- Staff and governors are
ambitious for Hill Top. They are
committed to further improving all
students’ learning and
development when they soon move
to their brand new school building.

- Students’ personal, social and
health education is developed well.
They grow in confidence and self
esteem which is notable to
themselves, their parents and staff.

- Teachers and teaching
assistants have very good
relationships with students.

- The impact of teaching on the
learning and progress of all groups
of students over time is good.

- Behaviour is good throughout all
areas of the school, in lessons and
at the start or end to the school
day.

- Students in Key Stage 4 make good
progress towards their examination
courses and are well prepared for
the next stages of learning.

- Students are safe at school
because safety procedures are
robust.

- The sixth form is good and
students make good progress
because staff and the courses they
follow prepare them well for their
next steps in life.

- Attendance is above average,
demonstrating students’ good
attitudes to learning.
- Leaders are ensuring that
students’ spiritual, moral, social
and cultural development is
promoted well within the new
curriculum which appeals to
students.
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MORE ABOUT THE CURRICULUM

THE CURRICULUM
Key Stage 3

Overview
As a Specialist Arts College we offer a broad and exciting curriculum for all of
our students, enhanced by a range of additional educational opportunities such
as visits at home and abroad including residential trips offering outdoor
activities. We have special days celebrating different countries taking part in
cooking, dance, costume, sports, money and cultural events. Among the variety
of educational visits our students have enjoyed in the UK are the Sea-life Centre
in Tyneside and shows at the Theatre Royal.

Once students have been allocated a
place at Hill Top they join a tutor
group and all educational needs or
specific learning difficulties such as
autism are catered for. Students follow the full National Curriculum
spread of subjects. The students will
meet different teachers for various
subjects but, to help them manage
change they have the same Tutor
throughout the year. They also have
a teaching assistant who accompanies them to lessons and is there for
extra support.

Similarly we hold Sports, Personal Finance/Maths and Technology ‘weeks’
organised through our staff team which uses a practical approach to look at
issues affecting the students. Students are also encouraged to think about their
own actions and understanding.
As holders of the Gold Healthy Schools Award we recognise the importance of
health and sport therefore students have the opportunity to choose activities in
PE lessons, e.g. football, basketball, badminton, rounder’s and athletics, plus
table cricket, bocchia snorkelling and swimming. Our facilities include a
multipurpose hall in addition to our playing fields, an outdoor muga and outdoor
gym.
We received our Leading Parent Partnership Award in November 2010 and Gold
Arts Mark Award in 2012. We are committed to developing our excellent
relationship with parents, carers, governors and members of the community. All
people are welcomed into school and there are numerous opportunities to be
included in the students learning experiences.

Religious education and collective worship
Our religious education is non-denominational and multi-faith in character. We
consider that the fostering of spiritual and moral values is the responsibility of
every teacher and these values permeate all aspects of the curriculum. A nondenominational assembly is held every morning incorporating a ‘Thought for the
Day’. Parents have an open invitation to attend these assemblies. Praise
assemblies celebrate achievement. Parents can request for their child to be
withdrawn from assembly by speaking with the Head teacher.

Sex and relationships education

Key Stage 4
In KS4 we introduce an Option structure
which allows students to have some choice
about the subjects they will study. Core
subjects such as Literacy, Numeracy and
Science remain compulsory but we add in
vocational subjects such as Hairdressing,
Food Technology/Life Skills, Expressive
Arts, Art, Humanities, International and
Cultural understanding and Design
Technology. There is a morning of Arts
Award, currently Bronze/Silver levels for
Yr10/11 which is cross-curricular and
reinforces creativity and life skills choices.
Around school some students’ present
certificates and help with ICT in assembly,
others improve the environment e.g. gardening and energy conservation. All
students in KS4 develop their Life Skills and
gain qualifications in Independent Living.

Our sex education programme is set within the context of morality and family life
and aims to prepare students adequately for adult life. A copy of the policy is
available on request.
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